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Joker stout 




Patent records there date back 
to days of George Washington 



By rWF.F.Mw> 

IW go rage- based business sym- 
•lucsihc i-ni rcpfcnconul spirit of 
I'vwii Valley, but I he patent 
closer tQ reality. Many 
uu* kin enterprises have 
j/ilo— touh someone poring 
'uuijlipaienis than have started 
i the uihffi side ol d gar age door 
>mj.Nun bleached ear. 
An J nu inventor in the Bfly Area 
w patent library wfuser lhan the 
Miiyvdleoniiopronoui. 
In liici. Sunny vglt't Huteni Infor 
•iumi Clearing House, as It's fur- ! 
.HyvniiVO, ulhv only one this side 
S acr enw rtlo. and people some, 
m dn«e here from the Capitol, 
use library dues noi hove copies 
.very put em luuod by ihc U.S. 
"cm Office. The Sunnyvale facil. 
dues— and ihe laieu trade, 
rkvton. 

-u.nnenio? Thai'i nothing. 
*;ihounhe Rocky Mountains? 
We fxt pro'ewionals, larger cor- 
al ions and small 
rqwcnirun." supervising lihrnn 
licurge Giushcitok caplama. 
v »v h;>d people from lU-ddiiig. 
Luis Obi&|Kjatid Ukiali. Puu.mii 
ifiicys come here. I had one 
n Uoulder. Colorado. I men- • 
icd ty him that Denver had s 
;m ,:K *ary. He said it wasn't w 
»p aive oiour»." 
uebw away in a residential 
i. the library uands in rccian. 
ir Building 7 of the Raynor 
i*uy Center, aouthofDunford 
/ between Partridge and Quuil 
iucs. li deesn'i even have a 
t on it. only lettering on the 
r thDi read* "LIBRARY 
J RS Mondoy 10 Friday 9 a.m. 
p.m.; Sot 12 p.m. to J p.m.* A , 
lie hanging from the canopy 
^deis labeled. "Entrance." 
e lour. room, single-story 
iufccontainseopieiofl.5miU 
patents on paper as well as 
Jfilm copies of patents all the 
kick to Patent No. I , signed by 
gc Washington in 1790. for an : 
oved method of making j 
ih.Poienu from No. 4.937,368 
) last month's issues can be 
ed eosi 
comput 



WewcrelucliyioacHhrccpco- 
pie a day when we jjut litis thing 
started up." suid recently retired 
attorney Jack L. tlohun of Los 
Alios, who launched the library in 
l'>62 m age 29, "I went in there o 
week ago." suys Uohan. now 61. -j 
was untajiid.ntere were 30p3opJe,° 
Orchurd.laden Sanu, Clara Vol* 
leyusedtoioulitaulfaailio^Viilloy 
of the Henri 'a Delight." Out Uohuii 
took one looti ot I he burgeoning 
high tech initituiion»-.vVcat,'nrt. 
hou«.General tleciric, IPM, Ihrj 
Ames Research Comer and Slam ■ 
ford Univortisy *s hi/jlt -impact ongi- ! 
nccrmoprofirama— ond know wliui ' 
(hey would naod. 

M lt seemed to be a good tdco to i 
havo these patents for the people in ' 
these profeaaiona to look t)t," he 
recalls, "The three millionth patent ; 
was scheduled to be iaaucd In ' 
September 1901, I Ihou^hl that 
would be u good {hjhh for ti library 
insiu/t," 

The challenge wus-n'i money— u 
subscription for copies of all 
1 uiic ms issued cost $50 p< r year— » 
but finding n librory that could hun- • 
die Ihc fool-tall stacks of paper ! 
published every week. 

"I Cheeked several other : 
libraries," Bohun suys. "Son Jose 
had no room for thvlr enisling rncil. = 
ines; San Fruncisco likewise. Sun 




i« rr&turvh. 



• .—-.^wi.iifcnioi,, jy||. , 



they were intrigued with the Idea. 
Aficr six months. theCliy Council { 
ogreedtosprinsfonheSS6. M Polonl 
files Monad arriving at City Hall in ! 
JanuorylW.Twoyconlflicr.-one 5 
wall of my garage was stacked up i 



ror, facility on Arques Avenge ! "«^"w^«m|SSS^I25 $237 ; 0 ?°iP 1 "' , nB ««.<«» In Sun- 
oc.o.. (torn the co,%n, Danh of ; S iMroffiE • : ' , ' v " , * 1 '. Cen «''l F«n«. 

Scou. .roop helped or 8S nize .h? ! U»"h« l.3y fo^J.«h. , . tt i Sf-.fH ^^..'. e i •»«'"«'?My. Iht 

Itlrtuvertwo weehendsso " • n '"'"" 1,K * 

would be easier to search. 

abandoned fi rehouse on Fui 
Avenue in 1065. The potent 

becme p.n of .he ci.y, main i m.jcod. e».n« $55'^? ! oni p««. In ihi iTociTo; ,'hnj 

uwihe comput- 



fjoof to tost the originality of that 
wcret. 

Don Hondo raon of Union Cily\ 
on en-IBM ompJuyoa, already has( 
one produet out through hiscom* 
pony— Innovod: KW'Alen, o cred- 
it cord-aiwd, Pf oprooronuned tolo- 
phone dialor for akaydiainor wal- 
let. Put ft to a phone receiver and 
presa the button, ond il phuncs 
home. Henderson, inspired by 
ronownod_ Japanese inveniur 
, K^oHa1fl|nwo.t^odeviwdthe . 
ftrei tefephonc ana^rinHmavhine j 
In IWS.Isnowroaoarehjantjvoroi/ 
oihor Idoos. i 
"This is a great ossoi in huvaf 
horo/ooys Henderson, whousci 
• the librory frequently. 

First-timer UffyMcUuiilan of 
Sunnyvale echoes the vameseim. 
mom. "We're prcitylucky lo/iove 
thlwclo<eoy,"hcia)t, 

A n economic, McQuillan wonts 
to verify thai Ilia trademark for hu 
pending newsletter itrtM already 
inaen. trying tvhrjuie all thi> 
OUI." he tommenis. "I'll know in j 
liiilf -luiur; that's when I get on the 
compulcr. ,, 

Joanna Sehirlo of Morgan Hill 
also spends her time perusing the 
tf odemork flies, cleonnga fictitious 
name for ho t small business, through 
which she inlands to market a prod, 
uci to help students study fur than 
Oroduoie Record liaaminations. 

She 's found another pay-oft for 
hor raoooreh. "I'm writing down 
nomc* of componles that I might 
morkei my product to. If I decide 10 
$ell (the rights to] it in a couplo 
y«or«, ihefo oro oil aoru of compa. 
nioa (with similar products! that 
mlflht want to make it part of their 
product lino," Sehirlo says. 

Another frequent user, Fred 
O'Uary of Cupertino, sees the 
ohiatorieul gold mine for 
■ collecting corkscrews, 
a wonted to traek down 
tho-pAtenu fo; those in his collcc- 



ly on two computers; lib ay in ^ one posses In th< 

ur disks (CO-toM), befori [the »rchou*bS ^^S^J^W woiia for o turn io 
oied weekly. Demand : Nearly 10 veors later ihl i C nu5!V , ^ c i' c "ii om<aou i cr couldbe o hofe 



besides opening wina botiles ot the 

UbrarynwvedloiueurT.nilota.ioa ! mmmc Sbn^^2^Sh^ ™ X*'.'ho vogue .d«o. an on.un,) 1 cofk«cr«wp<ii«nu."ia«O UDfy 
lheP 0 i«nil n ro m ,«., n no..»^-i r...! n .'.^ OWWHaimllon J ganiut living off invomof. royal, j wf.o»p S rndil-6houi t odoy^Vri' 

: Ilea Or An vf'hin f) in h«fu,*«n V^.. : t . . ' . 



he computers neceuitotes 
vetions and a lime limit ol 15 
us when others are wailing, 
usually are. 



HE SUNNYVALE SUH.A<£<H/ST iS, :/RU 0 



1 h.P r n,, n fo T «o„a7.ring i ^^'nX^hlSoy • ftfZ^^^''" 0 ?^ 
n.cnirccof.l.foMr.UcnmrkMarch.i lowina,..,, tTy noor "SSZ SSS . h2«in"J ^ A " V,Mo ." ' .', »'»'^hl S hninehu«li«l, now . 
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